Hida Takayama ~Proud home of
artisans

There is a term “Hida no Takumi” (artisans of Hida). Hida [][]
is a mountainous area. There is little flat land suitable for
agriculture, and people had no choice but to make a living
from wood. From there, the people of Hida developed their
woodworking skills. Eventually, the technique became known
throughout the country, and Hida wood was used for various
types of construction, and carpenters and other technicians
went to various places in response to the demand.
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The Hida region is part of present-day Gifu Prefecture. In the
past, they were divided more finely than the current
administrative division. Therefore, the southern part of Gifu
Prefecture was called Mino and the northern part was called
Hida. Mino has many plains, and commerce developed in close
cooperation with the neighboring Owari region (western Aichi
Prefecture). Even now, it takes nearly two hours from Takayama
to Gifu by express train. Therefore, Hida developed itself.
Takayama is the center of Hida, so the station is much bigger
than the surrounding area.



The area around station is no different from the rest of the
town. It takes about 10 minutes to reach the street, which is
an important traditional building preservation district.

Eventually you will see the river and cross an impressive
bridge, which marks the beginning of the old town.












This town seems to be famous even abroad and is always full of



tourists. Sometimes groups of visitors occupy the road and
take pictures. The streets are narrow because of the old
townscape, so it is unavoidable that the streets fill up
quickly.
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However, after 5:30 in the evening, people suddenly disappear.
Probably because the group guests have gone home. Most of the
restaurants also close at 6:00 p.m. This means that if you are
planning to eat or buy souvenirs, you need to get there early.
(If you go to the street in front of the station, the big
souvenir stores are open.)
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By the time the lights are turned on, the town is once again



and regains its original appearance
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